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Cornerstones Education is a team of dedicated, specialist primary 
educators. We work with thousands of forward-thinking primary 
schools across the globe to revolutionise their curriculum and 
integrate meaningful assessment. 

Our revolutionary platform Maestro offers primary schools across 
the globe everything they need to create, manage, lead and assess 
their curriculum, as well as providing free online training, advice 
and CPD sessions with our dedicated team of curriculum experts.

WHO WE 
ARE AND WHAT 
WE DO

Leading change

Working in partnership with schools of all sizes and configurations, 
we help you to develop a more dynamic approach to curriculum 
that makes a big difference to teachers, leaders and learners. 



Trusted expert  advisers

Our team of curriculum advisers are fully qualified and experienced 
teachers who are highly skilled at helping schools to build and manage their 
curriculum and assessment systems. Here every weekday from 8am to 4pm 
UK time via phone, LiveChat and e-mail, no question is too small. Advisers 
are also available for training and face-to-face meetings if needed. 

Imagine better

If you want to develop your existing curriculum or build a new one; 
improve assessment of one or multiple subjects; improve subject 
leadership and transform your schools management systems for the 
better, then call us to find out more on +44 (0) 3333 20 8000.



YOUR PLATFORM, TOOLS
AND RESOURCES
Maestro is home to over 400 projects of different styles including 
cross-curricular, single-subject and knowledge-rich, and also offers you 
a fully sequenced curriculum framework from Nursery to Year 6 and 
progression maps for all subjects of the English national curriculum. 

Projects,  lesson plans and resources

Our collection of projects contain lesson plans and thousands of
resources made by our experienced writers and designers. These cover
science, history, geography, art and design, design and technology and a 
full EYFS curriculum. English packs are available for many genres, and there 
are termly KS1 book and KS2 novel studies.

Maestro also provides lesson plans and resources for: 

Create your bespoke curriculum

If you are looking for something more bespoke, the curriculum framework 
provides a fantastic structure on which you can build your own ambitious 
curriculum. Cultural capital and localisation opportunities are embedded 
throughout the framework to support the inclusion of children’s lived 
experiences wherever you are in the world.

Retrieval  and testing

End-of-project tests and low-stakes quizzes on Maestro help teachers to 
assess children’s learning, as does the easy-to-use live assessment system 
integrated with the curriculum framework. With the dynamic assessment 
of classes, groups and individuals, teachers have immediate data on gaps in 
children’s learning and progress and can make any necessary adaptations 
or revisions to ensure that all children have a deep understanding of key 
concepts.

Mathematics 
through:

Religious education 
through:

Computing
through:



SUPPORT THE ACQUISITION
OF KNOWLEDGE
The resources available on Maestro present the knowledge children need in a variety of different ways for maximum knowledge acquisition, including verbal and 
visual. All diagrams and photographs are clear and accurate, and we always use high-quality, ambitious texts. With exceptional videos and engaging podcasts 
included, children are given every opportunity to develop a secure understanding of new concepts. 

Our range of resources is vast. To give you a glimpse, here are a few examples: 

Models and diagrams 
explain tricky concepts of the 

curriculum and help children to 
understand how things work.

Information sheets 
provide the necessary information 

and core knowledge children 
need for individual lessons and 

activities.

Videos 
help children to visualise and get 
to grips with difficult concepts of 

the curriculum, such as circulation, 
the solar system and gears.

Audio 
resources bring the curriculum to 
life through the telling of stories, 
historical accounts, radio shows 

and engaging audio.

Presentations 
give children the knowledge 

they need to understand core 
concepts, topics and themes of 

the curriculum.

Knowledge organisers 
provide the necessary knowledge 
children need to remember for all 

curriculum projects.

Maps
help children to understand place, 

space, position and location.



Nursery and Reception Curriculum Project
This project teaches children about the plants and animals that live at 
the seaside. It also explores holidays in the past and the importance 
of keeping safe in the Sun.

Year 3 Geography Project
This essential skills and knowledge project teaches children to locate 
countries and cities, and use grid references, compass points and 
latitude and longitude. They learn about the layers of the Earth 
and plate tectonics and discover the five major climate zones. They 
learn about significant places in the United Kingdom and carry out 
fieldwork to discover how land is used in the locality.

Example projects from the Cornerstones Curriculum



AN EVIDENCE-LED 
CURRICULUM
The Cornerstones Curriculum places children at the heart of learning. Drawing inspiration 
from Reggio Emilia and other innovative, knowledge-rich educational models, the 
Cornerstones Curriculum is based on a unique four stage pedagogy called the Four 
Cornerstones. The cornerstones of Engage, Develop, Innovate and Express provide a 
consistent structure for every curriculum project and give your teachers and children a 
consistent approach which aims to promote high standards while building relationships, 
confidence and critical thinking.

CORNERSTONES
PEDAGOGY

The purpose of each learning phase is as follows:

Engage: sparks curiosity through immersive experiences and 
big questions.

Develop: builds secure knowledge and skills through 
carefully sequenced teaching.

Innovate: encourages creativity and problem-solving 
through applied projects.

Express: gives learners the opportunity 
to reflect, present, and celebrate their 
learning.

By combining creativity with academic 
rigor, Cornerstones empowers children 
to become innovative, responsible, and 
globally minded citizens.



At Cornerstones Education, we believe that great learning starts with big ideas. Our curriculum is built around ten powerful concepts: Humankind, Nature, Creativity, 
Investigation, Processes, Materials, Place and Space, Comparison, Significance, and Change. 

These Big Ideas connect knowledge across subjects, inspire deep thinking, help children make sense of the world, develop essential skills and prepare them for the future.

By embedding these concepts into every stage of learning, we ensure education is meaningful, coherent, and globally relevant.

BIG IDEAS TO FOSTER 
GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES 

Humankind Processes Comparison Significance Change
Understanding what it means 

to be human and the cause and 
effect of human behaviour.

Understanding the many dynamic 
and physical processes that shape 

the world around us.

Understanding how and why 
things are the same or different.

Understanding why significant 
people, places, events and 

inventions matter.

Understanding why and how 
things have changed over time.

Nature Place and space Creativity Investigation Materials
Understanding the complexities 

and interdependence of the plant 
and animal species that inhabit 
the world’s many ecosystems.

Understanding the visual cultural, 
social and environmental aspects 

of different places around the 
world. 

Understanding how everyday and 
exceptional creativity can inspire 

and change perceptions.

Understanding the importance 
of asking questions, formulating 

hypotheses, gathering information 
and analysing evidence.

Understanding the unique and 
physical properties of all matter 
and how we interact with them.



CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Integrated Assessment
Monitoring and analysis

National Curriculum
Programmes of study

Big Ideas

Subjects
Disciplinary concepts and aspects

Progression Framework
Skills, foundational knowledge and 

learning opportunities.

PROVEN FOUR STAGE PEDAGOGY

EVIDENCE-INFORMED

EYFS TO 
YEAR 6

Adaptable projects 
to create a bespoke 
sequence of lessons, 

activities and 
resources.



Example projects from the Cornerstones Curriculum

Year 4 Art Project
This project teaches children about the features of Islamic art. They 
make geometric patterns and motifs on paper, with fabric and in clay. 
They use their learning to create a high relief clay tile, decorated with 
geometric patterns.

Year 3 History Project
This project teaches children about British prehistory from the Stone 
Age to the Iron Age, including changes to people and lifestyle caused 
by ingenuity, invention and technological advancement.



CHOOSE SMARTER WAYS 
TO WORK

Example of the monitor progress report

Reduce costs and save t ime

With Curriculum Maestro, you can 
quickly overcome typical curriculum 
challenges, such as: 

•	 sequencing knowledge
•	 timetabling
•	 monitoring
•	 planning
•	 assessment 

Plus, you’ll be able to cut costs by 
eliminating expensive assessment 
and tracking packages, as Maestro’s 
assessment system is included and 
fully integrated.



Dynamic Dynasties 

Shang Dynasty

Houmuwu ding from Yinxu

jade plaque, c3500–c2000 BC jade bi

The Shang Dynasty is the earliest ruling dynasty in the recorded history 
of China. The Xia Dynasty is thought to have gone before, however 
there is no recorded evidence to support this. The Shang Dynasty 
reigned during China’s Bronze Age, from c1600 to c1046 BC, and were 
known for their advances in bronzework, silk manufacture, jade carving 
and military technology. 

Oracle bones
Oracle bones are pieces of sheep 
or cow bone, or turtle shell. 
Shamans or kings wrote questions 
on these bones to ask for guidance 
from the deities. Holes in the 
bones were then heated until they 
fractured. The patterns of fractures 
were interpreted as the answers to 
the questions. In this way, Shang 
Dynasty kings consulted the deities 
about the outcome of harvests, 
droughts, health issues and 
military strategies.

Shangdi surrounded by attendants

Religion 
People in the Shang Dynasty 
worshipped the king of the 
gods, Shangdi. They also prayed 
to lesser gods who controlled 
aspects of the world, such as the 
sun, wind, rain and moon. People 
made offerings and sacrifices to 
please their deceased ancestors. 
They believed that the soul 
lived after death, so they buried 
objects, including ritual vessels 
containing food and drink, for 
the dead to use in the afterlife.   

Jade 
Jade is a hard and rare stone, made from the mineral nephrite, which 
is difficult to shape and carve. Jade was used for jewellery, ornaments, 
weapons, tools and ritual objects. It was precious and a symbol of 
purity and virtue. 

Silk
Silk was a popular and 
highly desirable fabric. It 
was made from threads 
produced by silkworms. 
Exquisite fabric was 
made for clothes and 
luxury goods, which 
were worn by the 
nobility and traded. 

Bronze
Bronzeworking skills were 
a major advance during the 
Shang Dynasty. People learned 
to smelt copper, tin and 
lead to make bronze. Skilled 
craftspeople created vessels 
that were used for rituals and 
offerings to the gods. Bronze 
weapons, such as daggers 
and spearheads, also gave the 
Shang Dynasty warriors an 
advantage over their enemies. 

Yinxu 
Scholar, Wang Yirong, discovered evidence of the Shang Dynasty in 
1899, when he found ancient Chinese writing on bones that he had 
been given to treat malaria. He traced the bones to the modern day 
city of Anyang. The Shang Dynasty capital of Yin was discovered in 
Anyang in 1928. Excavations at the site, known as ‘Yinxu’, or ‘Yin ruins’, 
uncovered the remains of palaces, temples and tombs. Archaeologists 
also found many bronze and jade objects, as well as thousands of 
oracle bones. These finds provided a wealth of information about how 
people lived and worshipped.

A dynasty is a system of rule where the throne passes from one member of a ruling family to another. Dynasties have ruled China for 4000 years, from c2070 BC until 1912. During that time, around 15 different dynasties have held 
power. Each dynasty made important changes to the country, but many aspects of life in China started during the first five dynasties.

Xia Dynasty Shang Dynasty Zhou Dynasty

Western Zhou 
Dynasty Eastern Zhou Dynasty

Han Dynasty

c1600 BCc2070 BC c1046 BC c771 BC

c256 BC
c221 BC

c207/206 BC
AD 220

Not to scaleQin Dynasty
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Earth and Space
The Solar System
The Solar System consists of eight planets that orbit around the Sun. 

The Sun
The Sun is a 4.5 billion-year-old 
star. It is a huge, hot ball of gas 
that rotates on its axis once every 
27 Earth days. The Sun is the only 
source of light and heat in the Solar 
System. Without it, life as we know 
it would not exist on Earth. 

Models of the Solar System 
Geocentric model
In the past, many philosophers and scientists believed the Solar 
System was geocentric, meaning that the Earth was at the centre, 
orbited by the Sun and the other planets. The observations and 
common sense of Aristotle, the mathematics of Ptolemy and the 
scientific methods of Alhazen supported this theory. The geocentric 
model was accepted for 1500 years.

Aristotle, 
c384–c322 BC

Alhazen, 
AD c965–c1040

Claudius Ptolemy,              
AD c100–c170 

Heliocentric model
In the 16th century, Nicolaus Copernicus suggested the heliocentric 
model, with the Sun at the centre of the Solar System and the 
Earth and other planets orbiting around it. Even though this was an 
unpopular theory at the time, the observations of Galileo Galilei and 
the scientific laws of Sir Isaac Newton proved that the heliocentric 
model was correct.  

Nicolaus Copernicus, 
1473–1543

Sir Isaac Newton,        
1643–1727

Galileo Galilei, 
1564–1642

The Earth
The Earth is the third planet from 
the Sun in the Solar System and is 
the only one to support life. The 
Earth rotates on an axis at a tilt of 
23.5°. One rotation takes 24 hours, 
which is one day. The Earth orbits 
the Sun once every 365.25 days, 
which is a year.

The planets and 
stars are spheres 
Each planet and star is spherical 
because gravity, created by their 
large mass, pulls all material 
towards their centre and 
compresses it into the most 
compact shape, a sphere.

Earthrise, 1968

Modern technology has provided further evidence that the Earth is 
spherical. For example, the famous Earthrise photograph was taken from 
the spacecraft Apollo 8 during the crew’s first orbit around the Moon.

Beliefs about the shape of the Earth 
Many ancient civilisations believed the Earth was flat and shaped like a 
floating disc, a cylinder or even a square.

In ancient Greece, around 500 BC, the philosopher, Pythagoras,            
thought a sphere was the perfect shape, so the Earth must be a sphere. 

Aristotle proved the Earth was a sphere when he observed a ship sailing 
away to sea. He noticed that the bottom of the ship disappeared first 
and the sail last. If the Earth were flat, the whole ship would have looked 
gradually smaller as it sailed away. 

The planets
There are eight planets in the Solar System. The planets closer to the 
Sun (Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars) are terrestrial planets because 
they are made of rock. They are hotter and have a shorter orbit and 
a shorter year than the planets farther away. Planets that are farther 
from the Sun (Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune) are made of gas 
and are called gas giants. They are colder and have a larger orbit and a 
longer year than the closer planets. 

Mercury

Venus

Earth

Mars

Jupiter

Saturn

Uranus

Neptune

axis

diagram not to scale

diagram not to scale
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The time is different in different countries around the world. The world is split into 24 meridians. These are lines of longitude that run from the North 
Pole to the South Pole. The Prime Meridian is the starting point for all the other meridians. Its position is 0°. It runs through Greenwich, in England. All 
times around the world are calculated from the Prime Meridian. The time at the Prime, or Greenwich, Meridian is known as Greenwich Mean Time, 
abbreviated to GMT. If meridians are to the east of Greenwich on a map, hours are added to GMT. If they are to the west of Greenwich, hours are taken 
away from GMT. Times zones are labelled to show how many hours they are ahead of, or behind, the Prime Meridian, for example GMT+1 or GMT-1.

Investigating Our World Comparing human geography

Time zones

Capital cities of the world

Vienna skyline

Lagos, the most populated city in 
Africa

Ordnance Survey maps
Ordnance Survey are Britain’s national mapping agency. People use 
map symbols, six-figure grid references and compass directions to 
analyse and compare places and features on Ordnance Survey maps.

Contour lines
Hills, slopes and mountains are represented on a map using contour 
lines. By studying the contour lines on a map, you can work out the 
topography of an area. 

Contour lines are brown lines on an Ordnance Survey map. They are a 
two-dimensional representation of the landscape. If contour lines are 
close together on the map, the land is steep. If they are far apart, the 
land is flat or gradually sloping. They form a circle at the peak of a hill 
or mountain. 

Data, including the population, 
population density, literacy 
levels, wealth, life expectancy 
and religion, is used to 
compare the human geography 
of the continents. For example, 
the continent of Africa has 
a larger population than 
Australia. Africa’s population is 
1340 million. The population of 
Australia is 43 million.

Capital cities are usually the seat of a 
country’s government. They are large 
settlements with a wide range of human 
features and transport links and are 
usually a centre for business and trade. 
For example, Vienna is the capital city 
of Austria, on the continent of Europe. 
It is the country’s centre for industry, 
trade and culture. There is a range of 
transport links in the city, including a 
train and underground network, a tram 
system, and a road system for buses, 
taxis and cars.
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* this map is simplified and shows approximate time zones

Map scales
The scale on a map gives the relationship between the size of an object 
on the map and its size in real life. For example, a scale of 1:25,000 
means that 1cm on a map is equal to 25,000cm, or 250m, in real life. 
So 4cm on the map is equal to 1km. On Ordnance Survey Explorer 
maps, the scale is 1:25,000, and the grid lines are 4cm apart, making 
each square 1km² in real life.

scale bar

12501000750500
1 centimetre = 250m

2500 1500 1750 2000 2250 2500 2750

Greenwich 0°
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Architecture 
Architecture over time

Greek 
architecture

Stonehenge, England Palace of Versailles, France

Great Pyramid of Giza, Egypt Ironbridge, England

Parthenon, Greece De La Warr Pavilion, England

Notre Dame Cathedral, France Dancing House, Czech Republic

Villa la Rotonda, Italy Bosco Verticale tower, Italy

Prehistoric 
c10,000–c2500 BC

Earth barrows were constructed 
for worship and burial. Stone 
circles, called henges, were made 
using natural materials.

Baroque 
1600–1830

Using the domes and colonnades 
from the Renaissance, buildings 
were larger and grander with 
golden statues and twisted 
columns.

The ancient Greeks 
developed the 
Classical style of 
architecture. Their 
temples were made 
from limestone or 
marble, and columns 
supported the roofs. 

Doric columns were 
plain and simple, 
with no decoration. 
They were wider at 
the bottom than at        
the top.

Ionic columns were 
thinner than Doric 
columns and stood 
on a base with scrolls 
decorating the capital 
at the top.

Corinthian columns 
were the most 
decorative, with 
scrolls and leaves of 
the acanthus plant 
carved around the 
capital at the top.

Columns
The order of a building was determined by the style and design of the 
columns. Three types of columns were used in ancient Greece: Doric, 
Ionic and Corinthian. 

Ancient Egyptian  
c3100–c30 BC

Enormous pyramids and temples 
were built from stone. A wide 
pyramid base supported the heavy, 
sloping walls.

Early industrial 
1700–1850

The industrial revolution led to 
the mass production of iron and 
steel. These new materials gave 
structures added strength. 

Classical  
c850 BC–cAD 470

Decorated stone temples 
supported with columns were built 
in ancient Greece. The Romans 
further developed these designs, 
and invented concrete to add 
arches and domes.

Modernist
1920–1970

Buildings were designed for their 
use rather than their appearance. 
Glass, metal and concrete 
structures were more functional 
and plain.

Gothic
1100–1500

Buildings were taller, with pointed 
arches and larger windows. Arches 
of stone called flying buttresses 
supported thinner walls.

Postmodern
1960–1990

Some traditional designs were 
given a surprising or amusing 
twist. Buildings were designed to 
make a statement or entertain.

Renaissance
1400–1600

Inspired by classical architecture, 
private villas were built with 
columns, arches and domes. 

Sustainable
1980–present day

Buildings are designed to reduce 
their environmental impact by 
using solar panels, environmentally 
friendly building materials and 
plants, such as grass and trees.  

Architecture
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Support  for subject  leaders

The superior quality content and 
intelligent functionality of Maestro 
provide outstanding support for subject 
leaders, along with ongoing 1:1 guidance 
from our dedicated team of curriculum 
experts. Subject-specific frameworks, 
subject-driven projects and teaching 
resources such as knowledge organisers 
boost expertise and empower subject 
leaders to know more about the content 
and disciplinary concepts of their subject.

Tools  for subject  leaders

Maestro’s innovative functionality also 
enables subject leaders to monitor and 
track their subject across your whole 
school and share the progression and 
sequencing of their subject with SLT, 
governors and stakeholders.



Support  for teachers

Maestro ensures your teachers 
can focus on what matters most: 
providing the best quality of 
education for your children.

Planning

Teachers can store and share their 
planning and timetable online, 
making lesson sequencing and 
management efficient and effective. 
The lesson plans provided can be 
annotated and adapted to suit 
each class’s needs. Teachers can 
also record and track their actual 
coverage, making it easier to identify 
gaps in teaching and learning.



Professional  judgement

Teachers’ creativity, knowledge and professional judgement are 
maintained and valued, with teachers able to make the important 
decisions about what to teach and how using Maestro’s clever 
planning tools. Teachers can even build their own curriculum 
projects to add a more localised dimension to your curriculum.

Teaching resources

Research-informed teaching resources provide everything 
teachers need to present important information and knowledge of 
the curriculum and are specifically matched to individual lessons. 
These best-quality resources support teachers to confidently 
teach the concepts, knowledge and skills of the curriculum.

Time zones

London

Perth
Wellington

Mumbai Manilla

Rome
Tokyo

Rio de Janeiro

San Francisco
New York

Kuala Lumpar

Luanda
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Each meridian is the centre of a time zone. There are 24 time zones because there are 
24 hours in a day. 
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Time zones

1. What is the Prime Meridian? 

2. Where is the Prime Meridian located? 

3. What does GMT stand for? 

4. How are times in other countries calculated? 

5. Each country only ever has one time zone. True or false? 

true false

Explain your answer.

Answer the questions about time zones.

Time zones
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‘Cornerstones has been beyond supportive to us in the initial 
stages of launch and thereafter, as well as helping teachers 
who may not be familiar with the English National Curriculum 
to effectively plan and deliver lessons that meet curriculum 
standards while also being culturally responsive.’

Deputy Head of Primary
Gems Founders Al Mizhar

‘The theory of the project is fantastic. They link well with the 
National Curriculum, and children loved the project approach, along 
with a good motivator at the beginning of the unit, for its intended 
lessons. The knowledge organisers are also great.’

Year 2 Teacher
Sherborne Qatar Prep School

WHAT SCHOOLS SAY



To find out more and to book your free online demonstration 
visit www.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk or contact us using the 

information provided below. 

+44 (0) 3333 20 8000
enquiries@cornerstoneseducation.co.uk 

6 Fields End Business Park, South Yorkshire, S63 0JF

BRITISH FOUNDATIONS. 
GLOBAL EXCELLENCE.


